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For  1918. 


''Co  the  Kettering  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I -have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my 
Thirteenth  Annual  Report. 

The  statements  of  Births  and  Deaths  contain  two  estimates  of 
population  : One,  the  Death  Rate  is  estimated  on  the  civilian 
population  of  the  District  in  1918  ; the  other  has  been  used  for 
calculation  of  the  Birth  Bate,  and  is  an  estimate  of  the  total 
population  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  ratio  between  the 
civilian  population  is  the  same  in  this  District  as  in  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 

These  figures  are  supplied  from  Somerset  House,  and  are  as 
follows  : 

For  estimating  Birth  Rate  - 13047 

For  estimating  Death  Rate  - 11644 

This  is  a slight  increase  in  figures  supplied  for  1917. 


0 


The  total  number  of  Deaths  in  the  District  (civilian  only) 
amounted  to  188, 

Males  - 98 

Females  - 90 

compared  with  163  last  year.  This  gives  a Death  Rate  of  16T, 
compared  with  14*2  last  year. 

The  total  Births  amounted  to  194,  or  two  less  than  last  year, 
with  a slightly  larger  population.  This  gives  a Birth  Rate  of  14‘8. 
It  will  be  observed  that  for  the  first  time  on  record  in  this  District 
the  Birth  Rate  is  lower  that  the  Death  Rate,  and,  as  predicted  in 
my  last  year’s  report,  the  curves  have  crossed. 

Of  the  194  infants  born,  13  have  died,  or  67  per  thousand, 
which  is  a considerable  reduction  on  last  year’s  figures. 

In  recording  the  number  of  infectious  cases  notified,  Measles  are 
not  included  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Sixty-six  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  compared 
with  56  last  year,  and  Diphtheria  still  heads  the  list  with  25  cases. 

The  Death  Rate  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  only  amounted  to  "2  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and 
Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1918  of  England  and  Wales, 
compared  with  the  Kettering  Rural  figures. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  Kettering  Rural  District,  1918. 

Civilians  only. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males, 

• 

Females. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

0 

3 

Influenza 

19 

19 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

6 

7 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

1 

0 

Otlier  tuberculous  diseases 

3 

0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

9 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

0 

1 

Organic  heart  disease 

7 

9 

Bronchitis 

5 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

6 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

0 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

5 

0 

Congenital  debility,  &c. 

4 

4 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide  ... 

5 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

22 

23 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

1 

Total 

98 

90 

v 

Iw 


t 
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TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  during  the  Year  191& 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 year 

of  age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 week. 

I — 2 weeks. 

2 — 3 weeks. 

3 — 4 weeks. 

1 — 3 months. 

3 — 6 months. 

! 

6 — 9 months. 

9—12  months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 

year. 

Pneumonia 

Convulsions  ... 

1 

. • • 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

. . . 

Congenital  Malformation  . . 

. . . 

, . . 

Apoplectic  Fit 

. • * 

. . . 

. * . 

Enteritis 

... 

. . • 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

Premature  Birth 

1 

Debility 

3 

1 

. • • 

• • • 

, . , 

Other  causes  ... 

6 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

Totals 

10 

| 

1 

j 

1 

1 

j 

1 

13 
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157  Cases  of  Measles  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  and 


were  distributed  as  follows  : 

Broughton  - - 65 

Corby  - 64 

Cransley  (Little)  - 4 

Weldon  - - 7 

Rushton  - - 3 

Weekley  . 2 

Stanion  - - 2 

Geddington  - - 4 

Burton  Latimer  - - 3 

Pytchley  - 1 

Cottingham  - - 1 

Orton  - - 1 


Total  - 157 


The  Corby  epidemic  commenced  at  the  end  of  February,  and 
cases  fell  very  rapidly  during  the  second  week  in  March.  The 
Schools  were  closed  and  disinfected  on  the  12th  inst.  By  the  first 
week  in  April  there  were  no  fresh  cases.  There  were  no  deaths 
recorded. 

The  Broughton  epidemic  commenced  during  the  last  week  in 
October,  and  on  first  day  of  November  the  Schools  were  closed. 
No  more  cases  were  notified  after  December  5th.  No  deaths  were 
recorded. 
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Diphtheria. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  no  special  epidemic  of  this  disease,  as  the  cases  were 
scattered  evenly  in  proportion  to  population  over  the  District.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note  that  19  out  of  the  25  cases  notified  were 
removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital — a higher  proportion  than 
usual.  The  mortality  rate  was  12  per  cent.  ; three  of  the  25  cases 
succumbed. 

Joint  Hospital,  Kettering. 

Number  of  patients  admitted  from  Rural  District  during  the 
year  1918  : 25. 

Admitted-— Diphtheria-  - 19 

Scarlet  Fever  - 6 


Total 


25 


Discharged — Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 


14 

6 


Total 


20 


Died — -Diphtheria  - 

Remaining  in  Hospital  on  Dec. 
31st,  1918 — Diphtheria 


Scarlet  Fever  No  epidemic.  Nine  cases  were  notified  from  scattered  areas  ; 
six  were  removed  to  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Small  Pox. 


No  cases. 
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Enteric  Feve 


Cerebro- 
Spinal  Fever 

Tuberculosis. 


Influenza. 


Only  one  case,  this  was  imported  to  Warkton.  Due  pre- 
cautions were  taken  and  no  further  cases  arose. 

No  case. 

Twenty- two  cases  were  notified.  All  the  houses  were  in- 
spected, and  instructions  and  disinfectants  supplied.  More  than 
half  of  these  cases  were  domiciled  in  Burton  Latimer. 

A very  large  number  of  cases  have  been  attended  by  the  local 
doctors.  A small,  but  severe,  epidemic  arose  in  June,  then  a very 
serious  one  in  the  late  Autumn,  which  taxed  the  profession  almost 
to  breaking  point.  The  chief  symptoms  complained  of  were  severe 
head  ache  and  pains  in  the  limbs  with  high  fever.  A large  pro- 
proportion developed  Pneumonia,  which  was  of  a peculiar  type — 
not  the  usual  lobar  variety,  but  a severe  broncho  pneumonia — which 
was  very  fatal.  Thirty-eight  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza 
(19  males.  19  females),  but  owing  to  the  very  large  numbers 
attacked  wtth  the  disease  the  case-mortality  was  low.  I estimate 
that  about  one-third  of  the  population  of  the  District  was  affected 
(about  4000  persons),  so  that  the  actual  death  rate  was  just  ‘95  per 
cent.,  or  under  1 per  cent.  These  is  no  doubt  that  the  cases  who 
went  to  bed  as  soon  as  symptoms  developed  fared  best.  There 
was  a certain  amount  of  immunity  in  the  second  epidemic  for 
those  persons  who  suffered  in  the  June  outbreak.  It  was  quite  rare 
to  find  anyone  who  suffered  in  both.  The  chief  new  feature  was  the 
large  number  of  children  who  were  affected.  Several  schools  had 
to  be  closed.  Below  is  a list  of  the  Schools  closed  on  account  of 
this  scourge  : — Weldon,  Broughton,  Pvtchley,  Harrington,  Cot- 
tingham,  Geddington,  Grafton  Underwood,  Stanion,  Burton 
Latimer,  Cranford  St.  John,  and  Barton  Seagrave. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

The  large  majority  of  the  people  employ  Midwives,  who  notify 
the  births  regularly.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  death  has 
occurred  either  from  Parturition  or  from  Puerperal  Fever. 

HOUSING  & TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

It  has  again  been  impossible  to  carry  out  a regular  inspection 

^ -»ss 

under  this  Act,  but  all  houses  in  which  Phthisis  was  notified,  were 
inspected,  as  well  as  those  from  which  complaints  were  received. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  0 

( b ) Number  of  representations  made  to 

local  authority  with  view  to  closing 
order  - - 0 

(c)  Number  of  closing  orders  made  - 0 

( d ) Number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects 

in  which  were  remedied,  without 
making  closing  orders  - - 7 

(e)  Number  of  houses  inspected  - 20 

n r , r if  Insufficient  ventilation. 

Detects  found j 

1 Drainage  defects. 

OVERCROWDING. 

There  were  several  cases  of  Overcrowding  discovered,  but  it 
was  impossible  to  deal  with  these,  as,  owing  to  shortage  of  houses, 
no  accommodation  could  be  found  if  the  people  were  ejected. 
New  houses  are  urgently  required  in  many  areas. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  still  some  pollution  of  the  brook  below’  Burton 
Latimer  Sewage  Farm. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  was  a plentiful  supply  of  water  throughout  the  district, 
and  the  Autumn  was  one  of  the  wettest  on  record. 

Below  is  a 


TOTAL 

OF  RAINFALL  FOR 

1918. 

Taken  at  Cransley  Reservoir. 

Mouth. 

January 

Inches. 

224 

F ebruary 

- 

L20 

March 

- 

73 

April 

- 

2'83 

May 

- 

L47 

June 

- . 

MO 

July 

- 

2 ‘83 

August 

_ 

ro8 

September 

- 

3*91 

October 

- 

174 

N ovember 

- 

2 ’09 

December 

_ _ _ 

279 

22  T1 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  still  the  same  shortage  in  this  respect  as  reported  last 
year,  but  it  has  been  impossible  to  do  anything  owing  to  shortage 
of  labour  and  material.  This  point  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  as  it 
is  one  of  the  chief  sanitary  defects  likely  to  effect  the  health  of  the 
people. 

DRAINAGE. 

No  new  schemes  carried  out. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

These  have  been  inspected  as  usual.  No  serious  defects  found. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


A Report  on  the  Milk  Supply  is  provided  by  Mr.  Trevor 
Spencer.  I have  had  no  complaints  sent  to  me  of  milk  shortage. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  Rationing  Scheme  has  worked  well.  There  has  been  no 
real  hardships,  though  Butter  and  Fats  have  been  difficult  to  obtain. 

STAFF.  ‘ 

Mr.  Porter  has  continued  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor.  Miss  Ryding  has  worked  hard  as  Health 
Visitor. 

Excepting  Influenza,  the  health  of  the  district,  on  the  whole, 
has  been  good. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


LESLIE  W.  DRYLAND. 
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Kettering  Rural  District  Council. 


Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  for  1918. 


0 the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kettering  Rural 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen. 

I bg  to  present  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Work 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Kettering  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1918. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  223  (including  22 
Tuberculosis  cases  and  157  cases  of  Measles  and  German  Measles), 
against  83  last  year.  Of  these  25  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  the  remainder  being  nursed  at  home. 
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The  following  is  a detailed  summary  of  the  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  : — 


Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fefve 

Erysipelas. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Tuberculosis 

Enteric. 

Measles  and 

German 

Measles. 

Total. 

Barton  Seagrave 

. . . 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• . . 

. . . 

• • • 

1 

Broughton 

... 

« • • 

• • • 

1 . 

• . . 

~ 1 . 

65 

67 

Burton  Latimer 

. . . 

7 

2 

• • • 

1 

12 

3 

25 

Corby 

* • • 

4 

1 

3 

1 

3 

64 

76 

Cottingham 

• • e 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

■ • • 

1 

2 

Cranford,  St.  Andrew 

1 

• • • 

* • t 

• • • 

• • # 

• • • 

1 

Cransley 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

1 

4 

5 

Geddington 

« • • 

5 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

4 

12 

Grafton  Underwood.. 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

Loddington 

• • • 

• • <* 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

1 

• • • 

I 

Oakley,  Great 

t t • 

* • • 

• • • 

1 

♦ • * 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Orton 

• • * 

5 

• • • 

• • « 

* * t 

• • • 

1 

6 

Pytchley 

• * • 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • » 

1 

5 

Rushton 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

Stanion 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

«*  • • 

... 

1 

2 

3 

Warkton 

• • « 

• • • 

• » * 

• • <* 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Weekley 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

4 

Weldon 

• • • 

• • • 

» • • 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

7 

Total 

26 

8 

* 6 

3 

22 

1 

157 

223 
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The  following  Schools  were  Closed  during  1918  : — 


Barton  Seagrave  ...  owing  to 

Broughton  ...  ,, 

Burton  Latimer  ...  ,, 

Corby  ...  ,, 

Cottingham  ...  ,, 

Cranlord  ...  ,, 

Geddington  ...  ,. 

Grafton  Underwood  ... 

Harrington  ...  ,, 

Loddington  ...  ,, 

Pytchley  ...  ,, 

Rushton  ...  ,, 

Stanion  ...  ,, 

Weldon  ...  ,, 


Influenza. 

Measles  and  Influenza 
Influenza 

Measles  & Influenza 
Influenza 

y y 

i y 

yy 

yy 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

y y 

y y 

Whooping  Cough  Sc  Influenza 


PLANS. 


The  following  is 
Council  : — 


Barton  Seagrave 
Broughton 
Burton  Latimer 
Corby 


a summary  of  Plans  approved  by  the 


Nevr 

Buildings. 


2 

1 


Alterations  and 

Additions  Drainage. 


1 


Total- 

1 

1 

3 

1 


3 


2 


1 


6 


NUISANCES. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Nuisances  dealt  with 


during  1918  : — 

Defective  Drains  - - - - 68 

Defective  Closets  and  insufficient  Closet  Accommodation.  44 
Refuse  and  Manure  Accumulation  - - "31 

Animals  improperly  kept  . - - .3 

Defective  Pumps,  Wells,  etc.  - - - 8 

Overcrowding  - - - _ j 


No  legal  proceedings  were  found  necessary,  the  nuisances 
having  been  abated  after  informal  notices  had  been  served. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

All  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  district  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  Outworkers*  Lists  have  been 
received. 

Plans  were  passed  tor  Additions  to  Boot  Factory  at  Burton 
Latimer  and  also  new  Workshop  at  Corby. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

All  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district  have  been  inspected,  and 
a new  Slaughter  House  has  been  erected  at  Weldon  for  Mr.  Payne. 

UNFIT  FOOD. 

212  lbs.  of  Bacon  and  Ham  were  destroyed  at  Burton 
Latimer  owing  to  same  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

I have  inspected  20  Houses  under  the  above  Act  in  the 


following  parishes  : — 

Broughton  1 

Burton  Latimer  - - 10 

Corby  2 

Cransley  2 

Geddington  1 

Loddington  1 

Pytchley  2 

Stanion  1 


The  following  is  a summary  of  proceedings  for  the  year 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  ...  20 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

unfit  for  habitation  - - — 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  - — 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  without  Closing  Orders 
being  made  - - • 7 

Number  of  Houses  rendered  fit  for  habita- 
tion after  making  Closing  Orders  - — 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  - — 

General  character  of  deffects  found  to  exist  : — Drainage, 
Ventilation  and  Lighting,  Structural  Defects. 
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SANITARY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 

Broughton 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  in  good  condition.  The 
Crops  realised  £'62  12s.  8d.,  against  £22  15s.  5d.  last  year. 

Burton 

Latimer 

The  Crops  at  the  Sewage  Farm  realised  £117  18s.  2d.,  and 
Grass  Keeping  £30  ; against  £51  17s.  7d.  and  £17  last  year. 

Corby 

The  lower  filter  bed  at  the  Weldon  Road  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  requires  overhauling. 

The  spare  land  is  still  let  in  Allotments,  which  realise 
£2  10s.  Od.  per  annum. 

Pytchlev 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  in  excellent  condition.  The 
Crops  realised  £198  11s.  lid.,  against  £106  15s.  lOd.  last  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Pytchley 

A new  Windmill  is  on  order  for  the  Waterworks,  and  will  be 
shortly  erected. 

Burton 

Latimer 

Pytchley 

Stanion 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  in  these  parishes  last  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  H.  PORTER, 
Acting  Surveyor  and  Inspector 


* 


» 


To  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of 
Kettering,  and  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Desborough  and 
Rothwell,  re  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 


VETERINARY 

ANNUAL 


INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT. 


Kettering, 

January,  1919. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  I have 
made  inspections  of  premises  occupied  by  Registered  Cow-keepers 
to  the  number  of  220,  and  an  individual  examination,  with  especial 
regard  to  the  condition  of  their  udders,  of  2361  Milking  Cows. 

With  reference  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Cowsheds 
inspected,  the  following  conditions  were  found  to  prevail,  viz.  : — 

Good  or  satisfactory  in  211  cases. 

Unsatisfactory  or  bad  in  9 cases. 


Total  ...  220 


It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Cowsheds  in  the  period  covered  by  the  report  was  unsatisfactory 
or  bad  in  4'09  cases  per  cent. 
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A separate  inspection  of  every  cow  contributing  to  the  public 
Milk  Supply,  and  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of  its 
udder,  has  been  made  with  the  following  results  : — 

Number  of  Cows  inspected,  2361. 

Number  of  abnormal  udders,  66  or  279  per  cent. 

Of  these  deranged  udders,  20  were  in  a condition  calculated 
to  render  the  milk  harmful  to  persons  consuming  it  in  an  uncooked 
state  ; the  remaining  46  being  cases  of  atrophied  quarters  or  other 
abnormalities,  which  would  not  affect  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

Of  the  nine  Cowsheds,  the  state  of  which  was  bad  or 
unsatisfactory,  this  was  due  in  all  cases  to  insufficient  attention  to 
general  cleanliness,  the  use  of  insufficient  litter,  or  accumulation  of 
manure  in  too  close  proximity  to  the  sheds. 

Of  the  16  cases  of  udder  disease,  the  milk  of  which  was  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  the  whole  of  these  were  due  to  acute  or 
Suppurative  Mastitis. 

Samples  of  milk  from  all  udders  showing  evidence  suggestive 
of  the  existence  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  examined  micro- 
scopically, and  4 of  these  have  also  been  subjected  to  biological 
test,  but  in  no  case  have  Tubercule  bacilli  been  found. 

With  regard  to  the  general  conditions  prevailing  as  to 
sanitation  and  cleanliness,  these,  generally  speaking,  are  on  a lower 
level  than  usual,  and  this,  I think,  is  to  be  explained  by  the  wet 
Autumn  and  Winter,  to  the  acute  shortage  of  labour,  and  especially 
to  the  want  of  bedding,  due  to  a general  shortage  of  fodder, 
threshing  difficulties,  etc.  The  requirements  of  the  Army  in  the 
matter  of  hay  and  straw  have  had  to  be  satisfied,  with  the  result 
that  straw  has  become  additionally  valuable  as  food,  and  therefore 
less  available  as  bedding. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


TREVOR  F.  SPENCER,  M.R.C.V.S. 


